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Number of Prescriptions for Heparin Analogues
Calculated by Year Using NDB Open Data

Ryosuke O1zumi

Shijonawate Gakuen University Faculty of Nursing

Abstract

To curb the ever-increasing cost of healthcare, the government has been promoting the proper use
of pharmaceuticals and the use of generic drugs. In this context, policy recommendations and
statements by academic societies and companies on the appropriate use of heparin analogs, which
were popularly used for cosmetic purposes in 2017, caused a great stir. As a result, we examined how
the prescription status of heparin analogs changed using NDB open data.

As a result of organizing the number of prescriptions for heparin analogs from FY2016 to FY2018,
we found that the number of prescriptions has been increasing year by year, the number of
prescriptions for brand-name drugs has been decreasing, and the number of prescriptions for generic

drugs has been increasing.

Although it is questionable whether physicians have reviewed whether patients need to be
prescribed heparin analogs, the results suggest that the use of generic drugs may be increasing.
However, the results suggest that the use of generic drugs may be increasing. It is necessary to
continue to promote public awareness and the switch to generic drugs.

Key words: Appropriate Use of Medicines, NDB Open Data, Heparin Analogs




